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Please note our new emails:  
   churchofficefpc@frontier.com 
                                       pastorfpc@frontier.com 

And our new website address:    
www.firstpresbyterianchurchfranklinnc.org 



From our Pastor 

 

As you read this newsletter, pause to realize your cozy 
surroundings. You may be in a comfortable seat in a safe room. 
You may be behind the screen of a computer in your own óoffice.ô 
 

There may be sounds that comfort in the background, or noises 
that remind you of family, or signals that bring to mind the gifts of 
responsibility for which you are well suited. Maybe there are 
smells of home, or a view of a hillside or a mountain. 
 

Breathe deep and claim this moment. Be prepared to encounter 
the next good moment. 
 

Recently in church, I accidentally dumped a glass of water on my 
head. It was supposed to be a childrenôs sermon by way of a sci-
ence experiment, to make a point that God wants us to challenge 
our fears. The science experiment went terribly wrong. I got 
doused. After church one visitor commented: 
 

 I liked your childrenôs story. 
 

He thought I had planned that to happen! You can go on You-
Tube and see many episodes that are amazing IF they had not 
been staged. But they are a little stilted because you sense that 
they are re-enactments. 
 

In worship and in our life together, we laugh so frequently 
because together we are able to experience the spontaneity of 
zany things that happen when you are with people you love. We 
are taken off guard by how much we have in common when we 
gather. We hear things that make us smile. 
 

One of our children said to a retired woman: ñYou look like Snow 
White!ò 
 

I overheard one person in our community addressing a visitor: ñI 
know you. I know you from Yappy Hour!ò (If like me you are  
unfamiliar with Yappy Hour, it is a social hour for Dogs at Noahôs 
Ark.) 
 

When I messed up my childrenôs sermon, the best thing about 
that moment was the deep belly laughter that roused from our 
community of faith. None of us expected that episode and we 



Worship and Music Team News 

Vacation Days 
Curtis and Tempeô will going to visit their eldest daughter (Salem) 
and husband in New York City the last week-end in August. They 
will be spending Labor Day weekend in Stowe, Vermont, with 
their youngest daughter (Rachel) and husband. In between they 
will be camping in the Adirondacks. 
  

While Tempe is away, she can be reached through the church  
office. You can also text or call her and hopefully there will be  
a cell signal where they are. She does not receive emails on  
her phone and may not be within internet service for most of her  
journeys. 
  

We are very grateful to Royce Browder who is a regular  
worshipper with us at FPC, as he is available to preach both of 
these weekends. We have wonderful men who are retired  
ministers in  western Carolina, but most are content to be fully 
retired and are not willing to prepare sermons. Royce is willing  
to help us with quality sermons and liturgy and we are very  
grateful. Royce does the Benediction for us each Sunday,  
reminding us that we have an ordained minister (and former 
Presbytery Executive) in worship with us regularly. 
  
Harvest Season 
During the month of September we will be considering  
the abundance of Godôs goodness to us through sight and  
opportunities of giving.  This will be our September schedule: 
  
September 3: Royce Browder preaching  and the celebration of 
  the Lordôs Supper. 
  The Finance team will present a word on the  
  current church budget. 

were taken unaware by laughter. Thank you for being people 
who naturally laugh instead of frown and embrace instead of 
judge. With that attitude we can together: breathe deep, getting 
ready for our next wondrous moment of God. 
 
  Yours in Christ,  

  Tempeõ 



      The Theme Harvest will begin: 
 
September 10:    Matthew 22:1-14 Time and Talent Survey (a      
                            form with opportunities for Team and program 
         involvement)  
 
September 17:    Matthew 18:15-20 presentation of the Narrative 
      Budget (a  way of viewing your staffôs work as  
                           ministry) 
  
September 24:    Matthew 18:21-35 Service in the Community 
      (there will be an insert for members to list all 
      their community  involvement that will be  
      transformed into a bulletin board and First Word    
                graphic.)  
 
October 1:          Matthew 20:1-16 World Communion and  
                           Dedication Sunday 
 
Liturgical Arts Task Force 
You may have noticed that our Chapel has taken on new looks in 
the past months. This is in large part due to our Worship and  
Music Team, and our new Liturgical Arts Task Force. 
 
While adding to our worship themes and church seasons, we are 
respectful of the space of worship. Our Communion Table is 
above all things a Table of Remembrance and Sacrament. Our 
Baptismal Font is always in a central place. 
 
We are trying to keep all worship enhancements harmonious to 
the  look of our historic Chapel and so they incorporate simple, 
large, and natural components. 
 
Judy Bentley and Linda Keenum are in the process of working on 
a quilt to face the large pulpit in our sanctuary. They hope to 
have that in place for our 500th year celebration of the Refor-
mation on Reformation Sunday, November 5, 2017. 
 
There were 14 people who learned the fine art of paper lacing 
and have gone far in completing 4 large panels for our December 
season of Advent. In the hallway outside the restrooms, you can 
see the panel that will be exhibited the second Sunday of Advent. 
It is on that table for the workshop participants to continue 
working on at leisure. 



Preparing to Give Thanks 
Each year we prepare a meal for our community on  
Thanksgiving Day. It is a  sacrifice on the part of many in our 
church and yet it is something that our church has continually 
done to particularly assist those who have few resources and 
those who have no family in the area. To that end, we have a 
place where people can come to eat, take home meals and 
even have meals delivered. The  planning committee, has  
always kept an open spirit, being willing to serve everyone so 
that those who need the holiday will receive the feast. 
  
Genesse Gottschalk found a letter that was written several years 
ago as a follow-up to that yearôs Community Thanksgiving Meal. 
Here is an excerpt from that letter: 
  

Two World War II Vets served the entire two hours  and 
were constantly joking about which one was olderé we 
actually had an 8-year-old helping us. Our eldest  
volunteer at 90 enjoyed the music (Lionel and Bobbi  
were playing) and did a few dance steps in appreciation.  
Many of the people receiving the meal are our friends  
and neighbors. I knew several and was aware of the  
circumstances that brought them to our church. However, 
I was surprised to see one friend as I knew he had a  
loving family and secure finances so I knew immediately 
that something was wrong.  He was picking up dinner  
for his wife who was home after spending 77 days in  
the hospital and for her children who had traveled to 
spend time with her. What a blessing to be part of their 
celebration. The hikers, Chicken and Phoenix, taking a 



Prayer Needs in our FPC Extended Family: 

Prayers for our FPC Family: 

Cheryl Penix and her family  Martha Rainer   
Judy Gray    Bill Hoehn  
Jack Blake    Geneese Gottschalk 
Lionel Caynon & Casey OôConnor Gail Lehman  
The Shook family   Pete & Sue Joiner  
David & Patricia Human and family Pat Callahan   
Betty Gregory     Betty Moore     
Don & Debbie Weinman   Sue Roberts    
Bo Bohanon    Morgan Vinson 
Jan Sharp    John Duncan 
Roger Beattie    Ed Kruebbe 
Ned Kraft    Lionel Caynon 
Lew Mesta 

Chris Manion, Sue Joinerôs son 

Valerie Winter, Charlotte Chrestayôs daughter 

Jerry OôNeal, Ron Hillôs friend 

Marlene Jacobs, Jan Stevensô mother 

Keeping Up with our Prayers 
Every month we place the names of our friends and  

acquaintances who are in need of prayer in our newsletter. As 
you will note, that list is rather long, and therefore, it is difficult to  
be able to lift up more than the name in prayer. We do not want 
to remove anyone from the list who remains in need of prayer.  
At the same time, we often are not given updates on those on 
our list. Therefore, beginning next month, we will list our names  
for two months, unless we are asked to keep them in prayer. 

break from the AT were a hoot.  They sat with some of our 
more mature church ladies and I donôt know who  
enjoyed the visit more.  
  

We hope that you will help us plan and prepare for 2017  
Thanks giving Meal and serve over 400 meals to the glory of  
God and thanksgiving to our mutual, rich, history. 

Many thanks 
Anne has provided a wide variety of musicians in August. Her 
musical leadership and talent continues to point to the vital  
presence of the Spirit in our worship. 



Matthew Skuda, Rosalie Nieznalskiôs grandson 

Blair Yount, Griff and Cecilia Morganôs friend 

Betty and Leo Yambrek, Larry Jelleyôs sister 

Jamie Mesta, Lew and Pat Mestaôs daughter-in-law 

Carl Queen, a friend of the Morgans 

Gary Boston and his extended family, Melissa Moffittôs brother 

June, Geneese Gottschalkôs friend 

Kathy Lawrence, Liza Lawrenceôs daughter-in-law 

Ashton Zari, a friend of Geneese Gottschalk 

Jane Harbes, Sue Robertsô sister 

Verlie Allen, Patsy Clintonôs aunt 

Howard & Marie Hickman 

Tiffany, Geneese and Bill Hoehnôs daughter-in-law 

Enoch and Ellijah, Veronica Kempôs son 

Chris and Charles, Carole Royôs friend 

Glenn Robinson, Neal and Linda Keenumôs nephew 

Paul Holt, Pat OôBrienôs grandson 

Nancy Hicks, Gail Lehmanôs friend 

Javier Vega, friend of Geneese Gottschalk 

Ginger Harper, Jane Renfroeôs niece 

Don Capaforte, Executive Director of CareNet 

Dane Skuda, Rosalie Nieznalskiôs family 

Paula, friend of Judy Comer 

Linda Hunnicutt, friend of Doris Jelley 

Jonathan Key, son of David and Kathy Key, Ryanôs brother 

Vernell Aycock, Kathy Keyôs sister 

Elaine Boston, Melissa McClureôs sister-in-law 

Joe Branton and family, friends of Jeff Stevens 

Jennifer, friend of Geneese Gottschalk 

Burt Baldwin, friend of Gail Barrett 

John McClure, Missy McClureôs husband 

Mike Cobb, Kathy Keyôs cousin 

Ida Bailey, friend of Veronica Kemp 

Vic Pray, Brenda Kraftôs cousin 

Cindy and John Rodgers, friends of Joyce Jacques 

Linda Krysiak, friend to our church family 

Ashley Horvath, Jim and Sandy Gearyôs niece 

Adam, Brenda Kraftôs nephew 

Joyce Raby, Griff and Cecilia Morganôs friend 

All those in the Houston Area 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Gail Barrett 

FINANCE AND STEWARDSHIP:  

 Lew Mesta and Clyde Genter 

July Financial Information 

 July 2017 
(5 Weeks) 

January thru July 2017 
(31 Weeks) 

Income $ 16,732.76 $ 94,056.92 

Expenses $ 12,742.14 $ 85,826.72 

Combined 
Offerings 

$ 16,159.00 $ 88,152.81 

Our Wednesday night schedule for September will include the movie 
ñEnd of Spearò to be shown on the 6th.  It is the true story of five  
Christian missionaries who were speared to death in the Amazon 
 jungle by members of the Waodani tribe in 1956.  The end result  
of these brutal murders were the killers becoming Christians. 

  
After the movie presentation, our Wednesday night studies will be 
turning to guest speakers for the month of September.  We will be  
having a representative from the sheriffôs department to speak to us  
on 9/13.  Topics to be presented will be senior safety and other  

subjects of interest to us all. 
  

On 9/20, our own Clay Vinson, a Macon County EMT, will be teaching  
a class on CPR.  This will not be as detailed as the class offered by 
Southwestern Community College to obtain CPR certification but  

will still be informative to us all. 
  

Sara Woods will be speaking on selected hymns, their history of origin, 
and the Biblical passage upon which they are based for our lesson on 

9/20. 
  

In Sunday school, we are currently viewing ñYouôll Get Through Thisò 
with narrator Max Lucado.  This study will continue through 9/10.  At 
that time, we will begin ñGospel in Lifeò with Timothy Keller.  This 
course is on the gospel and how it is lived out in all of life....first in  
your heart, then in your community, and then out into the world. 

  
Our High Noon Bible study is beginning its study of the book 



of Exodus.  Come join us in studying the Word, delving into and  
improving our background knowledge of the scripture.  We meet  

each Friday at noon in M2. 
  

The Jewish Roots of Christianity group is studying the twelve tribes of 
Israel.  The group meets the last Sunday of every month at the home of 

Cheryl Pelham. 
  

The book club will be discussing ñA Prayer for Owen Meanyò by  
John Irving at our 9/14 meeting at 2:30 in M2. 

Just Listening 
There are a lot of dichotomies in this world and each is a chance 
to LISTEN. Listen: 
Ŀ         To understand our likenesses in the midst of our  
     experiences or conclusions 
Ŀ         To understand how we may have acted similarly or   
          come to the same conclusions with the same  
          experiences 
Ŀ         To understand our role in living Kingdom ethics, doing  
          what we can, but leaving judgment to God 

 

One of the recent dichotomies of the time involves the symbols of 
the confederacy. Can we, as brothers and sisters, as people of 

one faith, listen to each other? 
 

On Sunday, October 29, I would love to listen to how your faith 
has informed your understanding of the symbol of the Rebel 

Flag*. For some this symbol is a flag of heritage. For others, it is a 
representation of slavery. If there is anyone who would be willing 
to share what this flag means to them and how this understanding 
is shaped by their faith, please speak to Tempeô. On the 29th we 
will have a 30 minute lesson during our 5th Sunday breakfast. 

 The panel time will be structured like this:  

 

Introduction to the history of the flag (5 minutes) 

 

Balanced speakers explaining an understanding of the 
 flag of heritage/symbol of slavery (5 minutes each) 

 
QUESTIONS for UNDERSTANDING only 
 (remaining time) 
 

 *According to Wikipedia this is ñThe Stainless Banner:ò the  
second national flag of the Confederate States of America. 



 News from MISSION AND SERVICE :   

Gail Lehman 

òFOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTHó 

 
Tempe' recently led your Service and Mission team in a  
discussion of our responsibilities to be stewards of God's  
creation and how our Service and Mission activities can help  
fulfill those responsibilities.  During our conversation, my mind 
drifted back to the words of the familiar hymn my mother chose 
for congregational singing at our celebration of her life 30 years 
ago.  ñFor the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies. . . 
hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon and stars of 
night. . . .ò  How she loved God's earth and its creatures and 
worked to protect and preserve them!  I remembered vacations 
and how my brother and I fussed when my dad hit the brakes 
and Mom's bird books would fall on us from the shelf behind the 
back seat.   I remembered 20 years before she died hearing  
stories about her work to establish the Indiana Dunes National 
Lakeshore.  I was a sophisticated college girl thenðone who 
scoffed at the idea of using the words ñdunesò and ñIndianaò in 
the same sentence, let alone incorporating them in the name of 
a national park!  Ten years later, as I struggled to the top of one 
of the park's tallest dunes and its amazing view of Chicago's 
skyline, I understood.  I understood even more that afternoon as 
we gave thanks for bug repellent and long sleeves while hiking 
through the park's nearby rainforest (yes, rainforest!) full of 

amazing plants and wildlife. 
 

Now as a resident of Macon County, I know Mom would   
celebrate how blessed we are with nature's wonders. Often we 
need only look out the window of our home or auto for a 



CONGREGATIONAL CARE AND OUTREACH: 

Sandy Geary 

reminder.  In our congregation, many get so much closer through 
service.  They lead hikes, maintain a stretch of the 

 Appalachian Trail, volunteer with FROGS, work to maintain our 
national forests, and pick up trash in our community, just to  
highlight a few activities.  In this spirit of celebrating, caring for, 
and preserving the beauty of our corner of God's world, this 
month and next we will devote our Dollars/Week offering to the  
Mainspring Conservation Trust.  This organization was founded 
20 years ago on the belief that ñwe need the history that land 
tells us, so we can explore who we are. We need the beauty of 
the land, to fill our souls.ò   The Trust's goal is ñto conserve and 
restore the lands and waters of the Southern Blue Ridge, and 

 to connect the people to these natural treasures.ò   
We'll learn more in the weeks ahead.     

   

Submitted by:  Geneese Gottschalk 

Teamôs Vision Statement:   
We are sharing Godôs Love into action.   
Our Annual Teamôs Theme:   

Make a Difference 
 

Congregational Care Needs: 
Excerpt from a devotional book, Make a Difference, 

by Ken Castor: 
ñA prune is a fruit.  Or, it was a fruit.  Actually, it is (or was?) a 
plum ï a plum which is preserved by being dried and becoming 
all dark and wrinkly.  But to prune is also an act of cutting off 
parts of a plant that are dead, that arenôt producing fruit, or even 
healthy aspects that the gardener believes will be better for the 
life of the plant in the long run.  A gardener decides to remove a 
branch or bud so that the plant can flourish in times to come.   

Pruning something like a grapevine requires specialized attention 
so that is can become more abundantly fruitful.ò 

 
John 15:1-2:  ñI am the true grapevine, and my Father is the  

gardener.  He cuts off every branch of mine that doesnôt produce 
fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will 

produce even more.ò 
 



Please make the following changes to your directory: 
 

 

Judy Bentley  850-566-6139 
 
Rosalie Nieznalski 828-596-8063 
   Brookdale Asheville Overlook 
   308 Overlook Road 
   Room 33 
   Asheville, NC  28803 
   RMNblueridge@gmail.com  

We have a calling to provide care to our sick, worry, lonely, and/
or homebound recipients.  This calling is in the form of providing 
meals to our flock.  Currently, we are providing this on a small 
scale.  We need to be pruned so we can flourish and become 
more abundantly fruitful.  We need to produce ñfruit so we can 

produce even more.ò   
 

Therefore, we are going to start a FOOD Train that will be 
stocked with meals or have the availability to travel to our  

flock with a gift of love.  
 There will be several ways to jump aboard the train:   

 

(1) provide a frozen casserole to maintain in the church kitchen 
 freezer,  

(2) sign up to provide and/or carry meals to recipients (we have 
 one family requiring weekly meals) and/or  
(3)  provide funds to maintain the Food Train keeps on track.  
 

   Whatever you decide, please keep me informed so our  
           schedule is always up-to-date. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Upcoming Events: 

 
September 10th:   Fundraiser Luncheon for Homeless Vets.  
      Hosted by Menôs Group.   
 October 4th:    Cheryl Pelham along with the Jewish Roots 
   group, CE Team, and CC&O Team will be 



Notes to FPC: 

EXPERIENCE A UNIQUE EVENING! 
 

On Wednesday, October 4, 2017, at 6:00 PM, in TH 
Members of Congregational Care and Outreach, Christian  

Education, and Jewish Roots of the Christian Faith Study Group 
are presenting a Jewish SABBATH DINNER! 
 

 

 

 

 

Itôs a part of our heritage.  Come and enjoy! 

I canôt tell you how wonderful I feel getting a card from you all 
letting me know that you are praying for me.  God bless you all!!
   Serving Together, Don Capaforte 

To the Congregation and Missy, 
Your help and support have meant so muchðjust knowing that 
you care made a difficult time easier, and Iôll be forever grateful 
for your thoughtfulness. 

Thank you, I enjoyed everyoneôs prayers!   
They help immensely, Elaine Boston 

 

What a blessing you are to me. 

Sincerely, Betty  Moore 

We are sincerely grateful to our church family for all the prayers, 

cards, and words of encouragement throughout the long journey 

of Dukeôs illness and death.  Special thanks to Sandy Geary for 

coordinating the food, the Chapel Band for playing for our healing 

service, and Tempeô for all your visits and insight into making this  

time somehow more bearable for us.   

We are truly blessed. Cheryl Penix, Rachel & Lauren      



Presbyterian Men:   

Ned Kraft 

Menõs Monthly Meeting : 
 

* No Meeting This Month * 
 

Menõs Breakfast: 
 

Saturday September 9th     at 8:00 AM     City Restaurant 
         (cash only) 
 

Menõs Lunch Schedule for July:  
All at 12:00 noon except on September 20th at 11:30AM 

 

Wednesday September 6 at Noon Motor Co. Grill 

Wednesday September 13 at Noon Fat Buddies BBQ 

Wednesday September 20 at 11:30 AM Jaxonôs   

Wednesday September 27 at Noon Chris & Charlies 

The Presbyterian Men will be hosting the September Second 
Sunday luncheon in Tartan Hall on September 10 to help raise 
money for Homeless Veterans in Western North Carolina.  If you 
are using a check when making your donation, please make it 

out to  FNCPM. 
 

The lunch will be a Hot Dog Extravaganza 
featuring the finest Vienna all beef hot 
dogs from Chicago.  There will also be 
many condiment options to top your hot 
dog.  Baked beans and coleslaw 
 will also be on the menu. 

 
We are asking the congregation to  
provide the delicious desserts that you  
often bring to the luncheons.   



Lovely Ladies Lunch 

Thursday, September 28th 

Jaxonõs Downtown (Depot Street) 

Meet in the church parking lot at 11:45 AM 

Presbyterian Women:  Pat  Mesta 

A note to All Presbyterian Women!   
Just remember that we have two circles.  The evening  

circle meets monthly on the first Monday evening at 7:00 PM.   
The daytime circle meets monthly on the second Tuesday 
 morning at 11:00 AM. Both circles are studying the various 
views of Jesus that are presented in the Bible.  Women are  

encouraged to visit either circle at any time. 
 New members and guests are always welcome. 

HONOR A VETERAN 

At the Veterans Memorial Terrace at the West Campus of 
Black Mountain Home for Children, Youth and Families 

 

During World War II, parts of our West Campus were used 
as a camp for German prisoners of war.  The men who 

stayed there completed much of the rock work around what 
is now the Veterans Memorial Terrace. 

 

Please help us honor and remember the veterans of all 
armed services who have served or are currently serving 
our country.  For a donation of $100 you have the  
opportunity to personalize a paver on the terrace to  

recognize the service of friends and loved ones.  Funds will 
be used to support Phase II of the Second  

Century of Hope campaign, helping to meet the needs  
of older youth in care. 

 

www.BlackMountainHome.org  828-686-3451 
 

Cecilia has posted information in the church office and on 
the bulletin board in the hallway. 


